Primary undifferentiated carcinoma of the trachea.
Primary undifferentiated or lymphoepithelial carcinoma mainly occurs in the nasopharynx. Tracheal localization is exceedingly rare. To the best of our knowledge, only four cases have been reported previously, all in Asian patients. A 61-year-old male European patient presented with hemoptysis and cough for several months. The workup revealed a primary tracheal tumor without regional or distant metastasis. The patient was treated with tracheal resection followed by end-to-end reconstruction. Pathologic analysis of the tumor, including immunohistochemistry, confirmed the diagnosis of lymphoepithelioma-like carcinoma. Testing for Epstein-Barr virus by hybridization in situ was massively positive. With a follow-up at 15 months, the patient is alive and free of disease. We report the first case of lymphoepithelioma-like carcinoma in the trachea in the European population. Treatment possibilities are discussed. They should be based on each patient's clinical presentation and the results of their preoperative workup.